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Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 
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That where the publication is publicly displayed in a package, the package must be 
made of opaque material 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The advertising leaflet entitled Like A Dog Apollo 1994 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The publication is a single-sided black and white photocopy which measures 22.5cm x 
13.5cm. The publication contains two photographic images, text, and a range of 
symbols. Each photograph depicts two males, with one male appearing submissive to 
the other. Text advertises a video recording and briefly notes the activity depicted on 
the video recording. This includes a male adopting the characteristics of a dog and 
being bound, whipped, gagged, and ‘tit-clamped’. Reference is made to sexual 
activities including fellatio and anal intercourse using sexual vernacular. Simple 
symbols below the photographs and text include depictions of a penis ejaculating and 
bound testicles, however some of these symbols are ambiguous. Through all of this 
content the leaflet refers to the infliction of serious physical harm and significant 
cruelty in a sexual context. While none of the activities are visually depicted or 
graphically described, the reader is left in no doubt as to the nature of the activities. 
However, the lack of detail provided does reduce the impact of the activities. 

The presentation of a male as a dog is physical conduct of a degrading, 
dehumanising, and demeaning nature. The male is led on all fours, chained, and 
made to bark and grunt. The male is degraded, dehumanised and demeaned by the 
removal of his human characteristics. The impact of this conduct is reduced by the 
clarity with which the publication presents the behaviour as a role-play. 

Because the publication deals with matters of sex in a bondage and sadomasochistic 
context, the publication is considered likely to be injurious to the public good unless its 
availability is restricted to an adult audience. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 as they affect this publication. The resultant limit on freedom of 
expression is considered to be reasonable and demonstrably justified due to the 
sexual character of the content. 
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